1922                       CHAPTER XXVIII
THE FALL OF THE COALITION
WE must now return to Great Britain where the accumulation of problems, home and foreign, and the differences of opinion to which they gave rise were placing a heavy strain on the Coalition Government. In the end the fate of that Govemmen t was largely bound up with what was happening between Greeks and Turks in Asia Minor and the Near East.
The Allied delegates in Paris had been too much occupied with other matters to settle the affairs of Turkey in the year 1919, and in order to tide over the time and perhaps also to block the secret Italian ambition to a portion of Asia Minor, they invited the Greeks to occupy Smyrna, and covered their landing with an Allied force. (May 15, 1919.) This, it was supposed, would keep the Turks in check both in Asia Minor and in Eastern Thrace, where there were no Allied forces available, until the terms of peace could be finally settled.
The Greek landing had unfortunately the very opposite effect. It was accompanied by atrocities for which the Allies were held responsible, and was followed by a great revival of Turkish nationalism under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal, who appealed to his countrymen to stand together against any encroachment upon their " homelands," and procured the election of a Chamber pledged to that purpose. The Allies then occupied Constantinople, deported a certain number of pro-nMnent Nationalists to Malta, and prompted the Sultan to denounce die Nationalist movement; whereupon Mustafa Kemal retired to Asia Minor and set up an independent Nationalist Government at Angora. The next move of the Allies was to draw up the Treaty of Sevres which, while recognizing Turkish sovereignty in Asia Minor, arranged for Greek, French and Italian "spheres of interest" in that region, and gave Eastern Thrace, including the Gallipofi Peninsula, to Greece—all of diem provisions which die Turkish Nationalists were by this
